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DEPARTMENT OF STATE .
- Washington, D.C. 20520

, . ' * .l

Honorable Henry A. Waanguu a ,-;'j':  T
House of Representatives. e e ‘
Washington, D. €. 20515 = . --..n 4 0 el o

Dear Mr. Waxman:

The Secretary has asked me to reply to your letter
regarding visa policies of Saudi Arabia as they affect
American Jews. You ask what is the US position with
regard to these Saudi visa pOllCles and the nature and
extent of US aﬂqulescence or part1c1patlon in these
policies. ] _ :

It xﬁmthg establlshed pOSlthn of the Unlted States to
obpose and to eliminate, where it is in our jurlsdlctlon
6 do 5C,. _AIscrimindtion based on” race,'color, rellglon,
sex or national orlgln. Our posmtlon was most recently
reiterated by the President_on February 26 in connection

. with reports of attempts in the international hanking
comnunity to discriminate against certain institutions
or individuals on the basis of religious or ethnic grounds.
I believe the President left no doubt about the position
of the Administration and the United States that such

. Giscrimination is totally contrary to the American
tradition and repugnant to Amerlcan prlnCLples.

Both through public statements and in our private contacts
with governments whose policies we consider, dlscrlmlnatory,
we maLc‘certaln that they understand our p051tlon. When
othé¥ governments' actions include discrimination against
Amerlcan citizens and those citizens seek our assistance,
as’ in the case of applicants for visas to Saudi Arabia, we
render assistance. As you have. correctly noted, our
1nterventlons have been successful in a numbﬂr of instances.
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Chal QOVerpmenL will admit_to its terrltory is a sovereign
PR matter. Wheén another governmenL exercises its spvereignty
in ways we consider contrary to principles of non-discri-
mination which we believe should be universally applicable,
- we must make a judgment, in deciding how to respond to
. such a situation, as to what will best serve our overall
i national interest.
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Tne DcpaanLnt of State for ‘ts part pursue* a hon-=
discriminatdry policy_in ta2 assignncnt of fesg™™ e
porsonncl overseas. (Allegations that other agencies -

mqy have Gilscrininatod are noWw under investigation
. pursbEnt to the Presideat's directivd,] Yor the Department,
it is partof vixr Fegulations. - o post in_ the _Eield and
no_ office in State, AID, or . USIA can. xef Fage..£he. as signndént
of_ an cmployee on the basis of race, coloxr, . religlon, -5eX
or natlonul origin. The U, b. Govcrnnent, hGJCVGr. could
“not phuvont another goveramcnt LroH 3 re"uglug toTisoue_a |,

-vina “to an 6fficer dssigned €0 duty in iis tcrrltory, '
‘though ueﬂcould+ﬁqnn_uould¢_ob3uct tgwauch action in

strong texnms, . DR L O
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WHile we do not Helieve that any AmcrLGQn forﬂiﬂn service
perqonnci of tna waowisn faith have been assigned to serve
in bavdl 2rania nor do we recall any who have qouaat

ass lfnmeﬂta tiiere in recent YEAYETWE CdEmmot Elate
c&teuongalT",“"at &his is the cas s LeoARse, oux rurﬂOﬁn 2
records Go yot INGicAtd. Fhe. zeligiong _aff il*pﬁ;mn or
coaviction cf Luc 1Plelcu31. Coviously, i such an,
officer applicd Jor an agsgicament.in.Sauwdl. Zrabia,..the
;PG C“t¢0u vvuiimﬁﬁmffﬁflu“&ud o 2ts mewiis.  Generally
gpeoking, Jeowish, eifficexg to the hest of oux knowledge

. have not soagﬁ* a;SL"“*tnta o Fouuur;gq Lﬁcwn ko, F:”“tlﬁ&
discriminatory policies dgdln t Jaws. L
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‘Lhe Mi«ﬂle %auh Is iy oagq LLforta to cCPlCVO u‘jugh and .-

laﬂtlnq geac CSEtElement AR that reg%on.
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Sincercly, 'fﬂiﬂi”$
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